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S T AFF BIO

Nicholas was born and raised in New Jersey.  After following in his father’s footsteps to Penn State
University, he traveled to T rinidad and then served in Peace Corps Morocco.  Upon his return to the US,
he moved to New York City and began teaching science in Harlem.  During his 11 years of teaching, he
taught biology, chemistry, forensics, genetics, AP Environmental Science, and A.V.I.D.  Along the way
he obtained a Masters in T eaching from Pace University and a Masters in Administration & Supervision
from Fordham University.  After leaving the classroom, Nicholas worked in several positions within the
New York City Department of Education central office supporting teacher teams and administrators
across the City.

 In Spring 2018, Nicholas and his wife, originally from San Diego, drove across the country and moved
with their two small children to Bonita.  T hey are very happy enjoying larger living space, better weather,
and spending time with friends and family. 

Nicholas is excited for his fifth year as Canyon Hills High School Associate Principal! 
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ABO UT  CANYO N HILLS  HIG H S CHO O L

New Name, New Lo o k, S ame PRIDE.

A gro up o f students petitio ned the scho o l and the scho o l district to  re-brand Serra High Scho o l. That

student-led initiative began a co llabo rative co nversatio n with staff, district o fficials, co m m unity m em bers,

and alum ni. Bo rn o ut o f this co llabo rative pro cess was a rebranding survey asking if the brand sho uld rem ain

o r change.  Each stakeho lder gro up was given an o ppo rtunity to  vo ice their o pinio ns abo ut po ssible

rebranding and suggestio ns fo r a change. 

The results o f that survey were given to  the San Diego  Unified Scho o l District’s Nam ing Co m m ittee. In

co llabo ratio n with students and lo cal tribal co m m unities, the nam ing co m m ittee subm itted its

reco m m endatio n to  the bo ard. On Tuesday, March 9th, the SDUSD Bo ard o f Educatio n anno unced that

Serra High Scho o l’s new brand will be Canyo n Hills High Scho o l, ho m e o f the Rattlers with the new co lo rs

o f red and black.

In the fall o f 2021, Serra High Scho o l will o pen as Canyo n Hills High Scho o l, and the first o f m any generatio ns

o f Rattlers will walk these halls. As we m o ve fo rward as CHHS, kno w that we are no t erasing o ur histo ry, but

we are adding to  it. We are currently wo rking o n creating a “legacy ro o m ,” where o ur 40+ years o f histo ry

will be pro udly o n display, rather than tucked away in a dusty yearbo o k. Our legacy ro o m  will be a place where

everyo ne in o ur learning co m m unity can celebrate the Co nquistado rs who  cam e befo re us, and the Rattlers

that will be o ur future. Future students m ay be do nning Red and Black, but o ur Bro wn and Go ld heritage will

always play a ro le in who  we are.  

We kno w that yo u will have m any questio ns abo ut the rebranding pro cess. Keep an eye o n the Principal's

blo g in the co m ing weeks. Our rebranding will no t happen o vernight, and the Principal's blo g will be o ur

prim ary m eans o f keeping yo u in the lo o p. 

HELPFUL LINKS

Can yo n  Hills High  S c h o o l' s Ho me Page 

https://www.sandiego unified.o rg/scho o ls/canyo nhills

Prin c ip al Ren free' s Blo g  

https://serrahighscho o l.wixsite.co m /blo g
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